BYLAWS

ALBANY SOCIETY OF ENGINEERS, INC.

Adopted on December 18, 2007 by a Vote of the Membership

Article 1

Name

Section 1.  The name of this organization is the Albany Society of Engineers, Inc.  In this document it will be known as the Society.  (C)

Article 2

Mission

Section 1.  The mission of the Society shall be the promotion of high professional standards in the practice of engineering and related science and technology in the community, and the educational advancement of its members.  (C)

Article 3

Administration

Section 1.  The fiscal year of the Society shall be from January 1 through December 31.  

Section 2.  The program year of the Society shall be from July 1 through June 30.  

Section 3.  The Society shall have a legal address in accordance with State Corporation Law.  (C) 
Article 4

Meetings
Section 1.  Program meetings shall be held from September through June.  If any business is conducted at a Program meeting the quorum at the business portion of the meeting shall be 20% of the members of the Society.  

Section 2.  The Annual Meeting shall be held during the April Program meeting.  The officers elected and installed at the Annual Meeting shall begin their terms on July 1.  The quorum at an Annual Meeting shall be 20% of the members of the Society.  

Section 3.  Business meetings shall be conducted following Roberts Rules of Order
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Article 5

Membership

Section 1.  The membership of the Society shall include Regular Members, Life Members, Student Members and Associate Members.

A.  Regular Members are those who are or have been engaged in the practice of engineering or related scientific or technical activities. 

B.  Life Members are those who have been Regular and/or Student Members for a total of 35 years, or have been Regular Members for 25 years and are at least 75 years of age.  

C.  Student Members are those enrolled in accredited engineering, science or technical programs who seek ties to professionals in their field of interest. 

D.  Associate Members are those who have provided programs to the Society, or others named by the Board of Directors because of service to the Society or the technical community.  

Article 6

Officers

Section 1.  The officers of the Society are a President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.    

Section 2.  The terms of the officers are as follows.

A.  The President may serve no more than a single one-year term in succession.    
B.  The Vice-President may serve no more than a single one-year term in succession.  
C. The Secretary may serve an unlimited number of one-year terms. 

D. The Treasurer may serve no more than two one-year terms in succession. 
Section 3.  The terms of all officers shall expire at the end of the Program Year.  If for any reason the new officers have not been elected at that time, the incumbents shall remain in office until the election of new officers has been completed.  
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Article 7

Nominating Committee
Section 1.   The Chair of the Nominating Committee shall be elected by the membership, be a past officer or current Board Member and serve no more than one year in succession.      

Section 2.   The Nominating Committee shall consist of at least three persons, with the Chair recruiting the other members from the membership.  

Section 3.   The duties of the Nominating Committee are to seek candidates for officers and Chair of the Nominating Committee and to assist the President in filling the appointed positions on the Board of Directors.  
Article 8

Board of Directors

Section 1.  The Board of Directors shall consist of the Society officers, the Immediate Past President, the Nominating Committee Chair, the Standing Committee Chairs and those performing the Support Functions. 

Section 2.  The term of the Board of Directors shall be the Program Year of the Society. 

Section 3.  A quorum of the Board of Directors shall be fifty percent of the Directors.

Section 4.  The duties of the Board of Directors shall include:

A.  General supervision of the management, activities and affairs of the Society. 

B.  Fill vacant Board positions occurring between elections.

C.  Develop meeting program subjects and obtain speakers for program meetings.

D.  Establish special assessments during the Fiscal Year if required by the financial condition of the Society.
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Article 9

Election of Officers
Section 1.  The Officers and the Chair of the Nominating Committee shall be elected each year at the Annual Meeting.   

Section 2.  The Nominating Committee shall present candidates for election at the Program meeting in March.  At that time nominations shall be accepted from the floor, with the consent of those being nominated.  

Section 3.  The members shall be notified of the election and provided a ballot in sufficient time to be returned and counted at the Annual Meeting.  

Section 4.   A majority of the votes cast by the members shall be necessary for election.  

Article 10

Amendments
Section 1.  Bylaws may only be amended, repealed or altered, in whole or in part:

A. At any regular or special meeting of the members.  

B. Using suggestions made by the Board of Directors or any member.  

C. After informing the membership by mail of any changes to be considered at least ten 

days prior to the date of the vote.  

D. If  the vote is by paper ballot.   

E. With an affirmative vote from two-thirds of the members present at the meeting. 

Section 2.  All members shall be informed of any changes made to the Bylaws within one month after the vote resulting in the change.  This shall be done by sending each member a revised page for their copy of the Bylaws showing the Bylaws that were changed..

Section 3.  Changes to Article 1 (Name of Organization) and Article 2 (Mission of Organization) require modification to the Certificate of Incorporation.  The revised Certificate must be filed and approved by the Secretary of State, Division of Incorporation before these changes become effective.  (C)
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Article 11

Political and Legislative Activity

Section 1.  The Society shall not participate in lobbying or otherwise attempt to influence the passage of legislation. 

Section 2.  Society funds shall not be spent for lobbying or the election of candidates for public office.

Section 3.  The Society shall not participate in political campaigns on behalf of any candidate for public office including the publishing or distribution of candidate statements.   

Article 12

Dissolution

Section 1.  Dissolution of the Society must be done by vote at a meeting of the membership.  The members must be notified about the meeting at least ten days before it is held, and the vote must be by paper ballot.  An affirmative vote from two-thirds of the members present is required for dissolution of the Society. 

Section 2.  The liabilities of the Society remaining at the time of dissolution shall be liquidated by payments authorized by the Board of Directors.  

Section 3.  The assets of the Society remaining after all liabilities are paid shall be given to organizations selected by the Board of Directors.  To receive assets an organization must be organized as a not-for-profit corporation under Section 501(c)3, or a similar section, of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.  Further, it must have a mission or purpose similar to that of the Society.   
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